
IKE INSIGHT
	 PO Box 295 | 200 SE 4th Street | Abilene, KS  67410 | 	(785) 263-6771 | www.EisenhowerFoundation.net

Meredith’s Memo 

Spotlight Event 

Special Recognition 

IKEducation 

Support Our Cause 

In the Mail 

Our Partners 

Spotlight Exhibit 

Ike’s Soldiers 

Research Travel Grant

INSIDE

Follow us @ 

	 @EisenhowerFoundation 

	 @EisenhowerFound 

	 @EisenhowerFoundation 

	 @IKEducation

January 2023

Thanks to a matching gift challenge from the Beach-
Edwards Family Foundation and donors from across 
the country, this was a record-breaking year for the 
Eisenhower Foundation’s Giving Tuesday campaign.  

The Eisenhower Foundation was issued a challenge: 
if  we met our $10,000 goal for Giving Tuesday, the 
Beach-Edwards Family Foundation agreed to match 
donations, dollar-for-dollar, up to $10,000. 

The Eisenhower Foundation is thrilled to report that thanks to you— our loyal 
supporters— this goal was met in record time, and was nearly doubled, resulting in 
over $29,700! Funding will support Ike’s Field Trip Fund that provides 

transportation grants to schools 
visiting the Eisenhower Presidential 
Library and Museum in Abilene, 
Kansas, to participate in 
IKEducation programs. 

This is the first time since 2020 that 
school groups have been able to visit 
the Eisenhower Presidential Library 
and Museum. As expected, the 
demand for IKEducation 
programming and field trip grants 
has never been greater. So far, 17 
applications for Ike’s Field Trip 
Fund have been received and funded 
this school year. 

Thanks to the Beach-Edwards 
Family Foundation and hundreds of  
donors from 28 states and 
Washington D.C., the Eisenhower 
Foundation will be able to continue 
providing field trip grants to schools 
participating in IKEducation 
programs. These unique learning 
experiences teach students about 
Dwight D. Eisenhower’s legacy and 
how a boy from Abilene, Kansas, 
grew up to lead our world through 
one of  the most difficult periods in 
human history.

You Did It!
Giving Tuesday Goal Met for IKEducation

Funds raised during the Giving Tuesday campaign 
will support Ike’s Field Trip Fund that provides 
transportation grants to schools visiting the 
Eisenhower Presidential Library and Museum in 
Abilene, Kansas, to participate in IKEducation 
programs.
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Dear Friends, 
Fall 2022 marked the return of  
school groups and in-person 
public programs at the 
Eisenhower Presidential Library 
and Museum, and it has been so 
wonderful to see visitors 
enjoying campus again!  
Watching guests learn about 
Dwight D. Eisenhower and 
hearing their voices fill the halls 
has brought a renewed life back 
to campus. 
This issue of  Ike Insight will 
highlight just a few of  the world-
class programs that we were able 
to resume hosting on-site. The 
Eisenhower Foundation has 
truly appreciated your support 
and patience during the last two 
years while we served guests 
virtually, yet the return of  on-site 
programming has been a 
welcome reintegration to our 
work. 
As we look forward to 2023, you 
can expect our guests and 
students to have a wonderful 
experience both on-site and 
virtually. In addition, the Board 
of  Directors has been diligently 
working on a concept for a new 
space that will better serve our 
national audience, K-12 
students and administrative 
office needs. I look forward to 
sharing it with you later this 
year. Please know your 
continued support is making all 
this exciting progress possible. 
Sincerely, 

 
Meredith Sleichter 

Executive Director 

Meredith’s 
Memo

IKE INSIGHT
Spotlight Event

Legacy Gala Held in October
After a two-year hiatus, the annual Eisenhower Legacy Gala was held on 
October 15, 2022, at the Eisenhower Presidential Library in Abilene, Kansas. 
This year’s theme 
was “How Ike Led,” 
and featured keynote 
speaker Susan 
Eisenhower, Ike’s 
granddaughter and 
author of  How Ike 
Led: The Principles 
Behind Eisenhower’s 
Biggest Decisions. Gala 
attendees went home 
with an autographed 
copy of  the book. 

The program included an 
overview of  the Eisenhower 
Foundation’s achievements 
over the past few years and a 
preview of  what’s planned in 
the coming year. 

A drawing was also held for 
the Foundation’s first-ever I 
Like Ike Raffle. Winners were 
John Anguiano, White Glove 
Tour; and Spencer 
Jorgensen, Historic 
Washington D.C. Tour.  

Retiring Eisenhower 
Foundation board members 
Ann Brownell Sloane and 
James Hagerty were recognized for their years of  service on the board.

to the 2022 Legacy Gala Sponsors

JE Dunn Construction, Presenting Sponsor

Top: Susan Eisenhower presents the keynote presentation 
based on her book, “How Ike Led: The Principles 
Behind Eisenhower’s Biggest Decisions.” 

Bottom: (l to r) Nicole Atwater, Mary Jean Eisenhower, 
Abilene City Manager Ron Marsh and Amy Marsh visit 
during the Gala Reception.

Arvest Bank           Astra Bank            Holm Automotive       

Midwest Concrete Materials, Inc.          

Smart Insurance          Vyve Broadband

Thank You
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Special Recognition

USS Dwight D. Eisenhower Awards

Monument Sign Ribbon Cutting and Dedication

The Eisenhower Foundation was honored to recognize two sailors from the aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower 
(CVN 69) at the Legacy Gala. 

LNC Katie G. Holden was awarded the President Eisenhower Leadership 
Award, which is given to a sailor for outstanding work in their local 
community. Holden has been in the Navy for over 15 years. 

Lt. Derrick R. Floyd was awarded the General Eisenhower Leadership 
Award, which is given to a sailor who has performed above and beyond in 
military duties aboard the ship. Floyd has been in the Navy for 11 and a 
half  years. 

While in Abilene, the sailors talked to fourth- and fifth-grade students at 
Eisenhower Elementary about what life is like on “The Mighty Ike,” 
received a personalized tour of  the Eisenhower Presidential Library and 
Museum, and attended the wreath laying for Ike’s birthday.

Darcy Frick Stewart, Kansas, was elected to serve a three-year term on the Eisenhower 
Foundation Board of  Directors. Stewart currently serves as Vice President of  Business 
Development at JE Dunn Construction Company, Kansas City. In this role, she leads the 
company’s efforts with civic, corporate, and community clients. She has a lifelong passion for 
historic and urban design, and community development, evident in her professional success and 
community engagement.  

Darcy is a member of  the American Institute of  Architects, Design Build Institute of  America, 
Urban Land Institute, and founder of  JE Dunn Women in Construction Network. She also 
serves on a number of  civic and philanthropic committees, including the American Cancer 
Society Coaches vs Cancer Advisory Council, Johnson County Kansas Parks and Recreation 

Public Art Committee, Kansas City Museum Host Committee and the USS Kansas City Commissioning Committee. 
Darcy is a graduate of  Kansas State University and has three grown sons with her husband, Lindsey.

Foundation Elects New Board Member

A new Eisenhower Presidential Library monument sign was 
unveiled on Dwight D. Eisenhower’s birthday, October 14. The 
sign, a special project for the Eisenhower Foundation Board of  
Directors, spearheaded by Nicholas Platt, will be a beacon, 
welcoming visitors to the prestigious and beautiful Eisenhower 
Presidential Library campus for generations to come.  

The sign was manufactured by, ADCON, based in Fort Collins, 
Colorado. Representatives Spencer Jorgensen, co-owner of  
ADCON, and his wife, Stephanie; Joshua Lewis, Design 
Manager; and David Hartsock, Project Manager were guests of  
honor at the Legacy Gala.
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IKEducation
Online Constitution Day Programs Reach Classrooms Nationwide

IKEducation Hosts Home School Day

Home school 
students from across 
the state visited the 
Eisenhower 
Presidential Library 
and Museum 
campus on 
November 4th for 
the first-ever Home 
School Day.  

Interactive 
IKEducation 
learning 
experiences were 
offered throughout 
the day. Programs included Attic Artifacts: World War II Kids, Dear 
Mr. President, and Little Ike Story Time. Students received free entry 
into the Museum and were given activity booklets that helped 
focus and guide them. 

In addition, attendees were able to explore the temporary exhibit 
19 & ’52: Women Unite for Ike located in the Presidential Library. 
IKEducation provided an interactive component that allowed 
students to honor a woman who has been an example of  courage 
and self-worth.

Over 6,000 students participated in IKEducation’s free 
online Constitution Day programs on September 15th. 
Four sessions were offered: Three Branches of  
Government, Becoming President, Holding History, and 
Dear Mr. President. 

Every classroom also received a pocket Constitution for 
each student participant. All programs were recorded 

and posted to the Eisenhower Foundation’s 
YouTube page, giving classrooms a chance to 
view all lessons even if  they weren’t able to 
attend the live sessions. 

In addition to the Sept. 15 live program, 
another 305 students from across the state of  
Kansas participated in Constitution Day programs 
onsite at the Eisenhower Presidential Museum.

                      Circle

1. Were you born in the United States?    YES          NO

2. Are you at least 35 years old?                                            YES          NO

3. If not, how many more years before you turn 35?
                                       35
                                  - ____  (your age now)
                                              (years before you turn 35)

4. What year will you turn 35?

                                              (years before you turn 35—from #3 above)
                                 + ____  (current year)
          I will be 35 in               (year you will turn 35)

5. Presidential elections are held every 4 years and 2020 was an election year. 

6. Elections will be held in the following years.  Circle the election year closest to 
the year after you turn 35.

         2024     2028     2032     2036     2040     2044     2048      2052     2056

7. I will be eligible to run for President in _________ (year you circled).

Oath or affirmation the President is required to take: 

“I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the office of President of 
the United States, and will to the best of my ability, preserve, protect and defend 
the Constitution of the United States.”

How can help preserve, protect and defend the Constitution as a citizen today?

	   Becoming  	 	 	 	   President

Thank you for the  
kid-friendly webinar for 

Constitution Day.  
We learned a lot about the 
President and can’t wait to 

watch the other lessons. 
 

-Amy B. 
5th grade teacher, Illinois

December’s Little Ike 
Story Time features A 
World of  Cookies for 
Santa, by M.E. 
Forman. As part of  
this month’s 
program, students 
hear about Mary 
Jean Eisenhower’s 
memory of  her 
grandmother, Mimi, 
making Christmas 
sugar cookies in the 
shapes of  trees and 
bulbs, decorated with 
red and green 
sprinkles. At the 
conclusion of  this 
story time, each 
student is given a 
copy of  Mamie’s sugar cookie recipe and a 
Christmas cookie cutter to make and decorate 
their own sugar cookies.

A third-grade student from 
Blue Ridge Elementary 
School (Dickinson County, 
Kansas) displays his reindeer 
sugar cookie made using 
Mamie Eisenhower’s recipe.

Christmas Traditions



During his Inaugural Address in 1953, President Eisenhower said, 
“Whatever America hopes to bring to pass in the world must first 
come to pass in the heart of  America.” 

January 20th marks 70 years since Dwight D. Eisenhower was 
inaugurated as President of  the United States and, everywhere you 
look, his lasting impact can still be seen. From the Eisenhower 
Interstate Highway System to NASA (National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration), he forever changed the landscape of  this 
great nation. 

To celebrate, one Kansas donor has issued a matching 
gift challenge. If  the Eisenhower Foundation can raise 
$10,000 by the end of  March, this donor has agreed to 
match every donation, dollar-for-dollar. 

These funds will be put to immediate use as we continue to offer 
IKEducation programming in three formats: On-site at the 
Eisenhower Presidential Library and Museum, virtually through IKE Online, and in schools through IKE Express. 
Demand for IKEducation programs has never been greater and we are committed to continuing this important part 
of  our mission. 

To support this matching gift opportunity, simply check the appropriate box on the form below. Together, we are 
ensuring future generations know and understand the the legacy of  Dwight D. Eisenhower. 
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Support Our Cause

Thank you for your support! To make a donation, simply send this form to: PO Box 295, Abilene, KS 67410. You can 
also make a contribution by calling our office at (785) 263-6771 or online at www.EisenhowerFoundation.net. 

______________________________________     __________________________________    __________________________ 
First & Last Name(s)	 	                                Phone Number   	                                          Email Address 

______________________________________     __________________________________    __________________________ 
Street Address	    	 	 	 	     City	 	 	                                State & Zip 

My gift is for:     Matching Gift       IKEducation      Ike’s Soldiers        Friends Membership        Where Needed Most 

Enclosed is my check, made payable to the Eisenhower Foundation OR please charge my: 
	 Visa	 	 MasterCard	 Discover	 American Express 

In the Amount of: 	  $34	 $100	 $250	 $500	 $1,000	 $2,500	 $5,000	 Other:	  

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
Name on Card	 	 	 	 	 	 Card Number 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
Authorized Signature	 	 	 	 	 	 Expiration Date	 	 Security Code

We Appreciate Your Support

Celebrating 70 Years Since Eisenhower’s Presidency

Check here if  you do not want to receive text messages from us. 
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Our Partners
    

Spotlight Exhibit

In The Mail

In July, the Abilene American Contract Bridge 
League (ABCL) and the Eisenhower Foundation 
hosted the annual Eisenhower Bridge Benefit in the 
courtyard of  the Eisenhower Presidential Library.  

Proceeds from the game benefit IKEducation, which 
provides activities and classroom programs free of  
charge to schools across the U.S. and beyond.

Tournament winners were Ardy Alexander and Diane O’Neal (center, 
l and r), both of  Hutchinson. Also pictured is David Mills and 
Georgia Reynolds from the Abilene ACBL Club.

Bridge Benefit Supports IKEducation

It was a tradition in the Eisenhower family for Ike to hand out 
silver dollar coins to friends and family as a memento.  

When Congress was considering minting the Eisenhower dollar 
shortly after he passed away and legislation stalled, it was Mamie 
who wrote a letter to lawmakers, telling them about the tradition 
and how meaningful it would be to have a coin made in his honor. 

In honor of  Ike’s birthday, and to 
continue this tradition, the 
Eisenhower Foundation sent Ike 
dollars to donors and asked them to 
pass the dollar on to someone close 
to them. One such donor did this, 
and the Eisenhower Foundation 
received a thank you note in the 
mail from the young recipient.

Eisenhower Dollar

Located on the second floor gallery of  the 
Eisenhower Presidential Library is the 19 & ’52: 
Women Unite for Ike exhibit, which connects 
President Eisenhower to the 19th Amendment.  

Women secured 
the right to vote 
throughout the 
United States in 
1920 when the 
19th Amendment 
was ratified. This 
exhibit explores 
the connection 
between the 
woman suffrage movement 
and women’s contribution 
to the 1952 Presidential 
campaign. Learn about the 
instrumental women who 
influenced Dwight 
Eisenhower. Discover how women’s roles 
expanded during his Presidency. Find your piece 
of  the puzzle that is American democracy.

19 & ’52: Women Unite for Ike
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Ike’s Soldiers

2022 Research Travel Grant Recipients Selected

Dr. B. Matias Grinchpun 
Book/Article — Late Fascists or early Communists? Views 
of  Peronism in the Eisenhower administration and their impact 

on US-Argentine relations 1953-1961 

Dr. Dean Kotolowski 
Book — Toward Self-Determination: Federal Indian Policy 

from Truman to Clinton 

Mr. Wei Luo 
PhD Dissertation — Emotions and Deterrence: Sino-US 

Confrontations in the 1950s 

Mr. Arthur Braswell 
PhD Dissertation — Making the Forever Fort: 

Militarization and Race in South Carolina 1939-1973 

Dr. Erdem Sonmez 
Book — The Scholar of  the Nation: The Life and Work of   

M. Fuad Koprulu

The Eisenhower Foundation funds and administers a Research Travel Grant Program each year. The program assists 
scholars’ research of  primary sources in the Eisenhower Presidential Library. If  a grantee’s research results in a thesis, 
dissertation book or article, a copy of  the final product is requested to be submitted to the Eisenhower Foundation 
with the publication placed in the Eisenhower Presidential Library. The grants are made possible by the Richard 
Lowry Memorial Fund. Grant recipients for 2022 are listed below.

Mr. Nicholas Greenwood 
PhD Dissertation — Historical Memory and the 

Conservative Search for a Usable American Past 1945-1965 

Dr. William Adler 
Book/Article — Party Differences in Vice Presidential 

Selection 

Dr. Jacklyn Majnemer 
Article — Understanding Foreign Nuclear Deployments and 

Nuclear Sharing 

Dr. Ian Johnson 
Book — Ridgeway’s Moment: The United Nations, The 

Origins of  NATO and the Korean War 

The 2023 Research Grant Application deadline is 
August 2023. More details can be found at 

EisenhowerFoundation.net. 

John P. Bailey
John P. “Jack” Bailey was drafted into World War II with his St. 
Peter’s Prep graduating classmates of  1943. A Golden Gloves 
champion boxer, he proved to be a superb driver and 
sharpshooter. He was assigned to the Supreme Headquarters 

Allied Expeditionary Forces (SHAEF), serving his country as driver and bodyguard to 
General Dwight D. Eisenhower. He lived and traveled with General Eisenhower on 
Hitler's former train, guarding Prime Minister Churchill whenever he visited. He 
protected Generals Eisenhower and Bradley, as well as British General Montgomery, 
when, two days after the invasion into Normandy, the Generals headed to France together 
on one small ship. He guarded Generals Eisenhower, Patton, and Bradley when they 
viewed the first concentration camp liberated by American forces, outside Gotha, 
Germany. He drove French General Charles de Gaulle, escorted Mrs. Patton to General 
Patton’s funeral, and guarded President Truman during a conference with Stalin and 
Attlee in Potsdam. While stationed with General Eisenhower in Coombe Manor just outside London, Jack was 
wounded in an attack (earning a Purple Heart). Although wounded, he still managed to save three British civilians. 
For Jack’s heroic actions, the Lord Mayor of  Kingston-on-Thames honored Jack at a ceremony outside London on 
September 11, 2001.
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