
 

 

 

 

Duane S. Rock 

6th Armored Division 

635th Tank Destroyer Battalion 

Feb 19, 1941 - Oct 1, 1945  



Duane S. Rock from Hope Kansas served in the 635th Tank Destroyer 

Battalion, Towed, from Feb 19, 1941 - Oct 1, 1945.  The 635th was 

established 15 December, 1941, at Camp Robertson, Arkansas, from 

the 35th Infantry Division Antitank Battalion (Provisional).  Many of the 

members were activated Kansas National Guard.  The battalion arrived 

in Liverpool, England, on 19 February, 1944, Boarded their LSTs on 2 

June and after seven days on the English Channel, enduring bad 

weather and observing the early coastal attack, landed 8 June on 

Omaha Beach, Fox-Green portion.  Some of the vehicles were landed 

by LSTs and Rhino barges. “C” Co. landed their vehicles by LSTs right 

up to the beach and drove off at low tide.  

Duane was assigned duty as a supply truck driver as many farm boys 

were. They already knew how to drive a grain truck.  He didn't talk much about his experiences but 

we knew what he saw was horrific. He said there were bodies everywhere on the beach that he drove 

around as he drove his truck off the beach.  The other surviving story is that one night a rocket hit the 

cab of his truck and destroyed it.  He normally slept in the cab of his truck but fortunately that night he 

wasn’t.  After Normandy, his division advanced through northern France and Belgium.  Operated in 

Roetgen-Aachen sector and Hürtgen Forest during autumn.  Transferred to Belgium on 22 December 

during Battle of the Bulge.  Returned to Aachen area in January and supported the drive toward the 

Rhine River near Cologne.  Transferred to Seventh Army and almost immediately to Third Army on 1 

April, 1945.  Crossed Rhine at Mannheim and advanced through central Germany to Austria.  

Supported: 1st, 71st Infantry divisions; 4th Cavalry Group. On VE Day, Duane was assigned to the 6th 

Armored Division. 

 



 

The Omaha Beach Landings - Fox Sector 

It was on this four and a half mile stretch of sand that the two American Assault Divisions 

accompanied by two Battalions of US Rangers and ten thousand US Army Combat Engineers landed 

in the face of withering fire on June 6th, 1944. D-Day. That fire was coming from the German 

defenders, shooting from their well protected positions in concrete bunkers that had been largely 

untouched by the pre-dawn D-Day bombardment which had fallen as much as three miles (5km) off 

target.  

 

FOX-Green portion - upon arrival at the beach, 
the 635th battalion was taken to Transit Area 4 
and from there to the vicinity of the 1st Division 
Artillery.  
 

 

 

 

 



Fox-Green Sector 

 April 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following photos of landing ships 55, 381, and 393 were used to transport the 635th Tank 

Destroyer Battalion that Duane was in.  He could be driving any one of the supply trucks shown 

coming off the ships or on the beach.  They landed on FOX-GREEN portion of Omaha Beach.   

  



 

 

USS LST-393 stranded by retreating tides on the beach 

at Normandy in July 1944. She made 30 round trips 

to Omaha Beach, bringing varied equipment and 

supplies to France and returning with wounded soldiers 

as well as thousands of German prisoners.  She is one 

of only two LSTs to survive in original configuration; 

1,051 were built. She is now a museum ship 

in Muskegon, Michigan. 

 

US 2nd Infantry Division advancing up the bluffs behind German 

Resistance Nest WN65, Omaha Beach, D+1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

US Supply Trucks moving up Exit easy-1, Omaha Beach, Early 

June, 1944 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omaha_Beach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muskegon,_Michigan


Looking east down the length of Omaha Beach from 

Wrecked 88mm Gun Bunker, German Resistance 

Nest WN72, Dog Green Sector, Omaha Beach 

('Saving Private Ryan' landing position)

 

 

Fox Green fronted two exit routes: the fairly 

large valley (E-3) winding a mile inland 

toward Colleville and, 600 yards to the east, 

an area (F1) where the bluff front was only 

slightly interrupted by a shallow and steep 

draw. Two main enemy strongpoints, one 

just east of F-1 and the other near the 

Colleville draw, commanded the narrowing 

beach flat.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1st Infantry Division Monument overlooking Omaha 
Beach 

 

Graffiti on bunker overlooking Omaha Beach, April 
2023,   “Game Over Krauts!” 

 
 
 

From 635th Battalion Captain Winters After Action Report. 
 

 
 



Excerpts from OMAHA BEACHHEAD (6 June-13 June 1944) https://history.army.mil/books/wwii/100-
11/ch6.htm 
 
8 June - Enemy artillery and infantry were reported in some strength at Tour-enBessin, and the 26th 
Infantry at 0800 requested an air mission. Division notified the regiment that adequate fire support 
from artillery and naval guns would be available if the air mission failed. The air attack was made by 
fighter-bombers shortly before 0900; an armored patrol got into Tour-en-Bessin by 1140, reporting the 
town "empty and flat." The 2d Battalion, reinforced by a company of the 635th Tank Destroyer 
Battalion and Company C of the 745th Tank Battalion, waited on the advance of the rest of the 
regiment before moving into the town. 
 
On the night of 8 June Companies "A" and "C" were attached to the 26th infantry regiment and 
Company “B” to the 18th Infantry Regiment.  

 
8 June 1944: Formigny was liberated by elements of 
US 1st Infantry Division during the initial breakout 
from Omaha Beach. 
 
On the 9th of June company B of the 635th was 
attached to the 2nd Infantry, vicinity Formingy.  
 
Photo:  Field near Formingy, April 2023.  
 
 
 

On 9 June Co “A” was relieved of attachment to the 26th Infantry Regiment and ordered to report to 
the Commanding General, 2nd Infantry Division, vicinity Formingy. 
 
The battalion spent the first few days spread around the vicinity of Colleville-sur-Mer not far from the 
beach, getting their legs back, cleaning the protective cosmoline from their weapons and patrolling for 
Germans. 
 
9 June — By Field Order No. 36, the 1st Division planned its attack with two regiments abreast. The 
18th RCT, with Company C, 745th Tank Battalion, Battery A of the 62d Armored Field Artillery 
Battalion, and Company B, 635th Tank Destroyer Battalion, attached, and the 32d Field Artillery 
Battalion in direct support, was to advance on a front of about 4,000 yards, with Vaubadon and la 
Commune as objectives, on the Bayeux-St-Lo highway. 
 

https://history.army.mil/books/wwii/100-11/ch6.htm
https://history.army.mil/books/wwii/100-11/ch6.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1st_Infantry_Division_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omaha_Beach


  
 
Due to make the main effort with Cerisy Forest as its objective, the 2d Division was hampered by lack 
of weapons and equipment as the hour of jump-off approached. The 9th and 38th Infantry, scheduled 
to attack abreast in the Trevieres area, had no transportation by the morning of 9 June and most of 
the battalions lacked heavier automatic weapons, mortars, and communications equipment. Only two 
battalions (15th and 38th) of the divisional artillery were ready and in position: medical, signal, 
engineer, and reconnaissance units were only partially ashore. The 23d Infantry, designated as 
division reserve, had just landed the evening before and was assembling near St-Laurent by noon. 
Attachments to the 2d Division for the attack included a company each from the 747th Tank Battalion 
and the 635th Tank Destroyer Battalion. 

Advance to Caumont – 11 June 

By Field Order No. 37, issued at 2400 on 11 June, General Huebner planned the 1st Division's attack 
in essentially the same formation used before: the 18th and 26th RCT's abreast on fronts of about 
3,000 yards, with the 16th RCT in reserve, ready to assist either attacking regiment and to protect the 
flanks. The left flank was to be guarded by the 1st Reconnaissance Troop, and two troops of the 102d 
Cavalry Squadron were to patrol in advance of the attacking units. Each regimental combat team 
included a tank battalion; the 18th and 26th had each a company of tank destroyers from the 635th 
Tank Destroyer Battalion.  

On 17 June Company “A” of the 635th Tank Destroyer Battalion was relieved of attachment to 2nd 
Infantry Division and was re-attached to 1st Infantry Division Artillery and placed in direct support of 
the 16th Infantry Regiment.  After the companies were attached to their respective regiments each 
company was broken down by platoons to battalions and each platoon was attached to each battalion 
of the 26th and 16th Infantry Regiments.  They were not under the 635th Battalion control but were part 
of each battalion and were used by the battalion commanders as antitank guns.  While Company “A” 
was with the 2nd Division it served with the 9th and 23rd Infantry Regiments and upon going to the 2nd 
Division a section of the Reconnaissance Platoons, with one M4 and two ¼ tons, were attached for 
reconnaissance and used by the 2nd Division as reconnaissance elements.  

 



 
 

One story shared was that Duane usually slept in the cab of his truck.  One night a missile hit it.  

Fortunately, he had decided not to sleep there that night.  In the after-action report there is no 

mention of supply trucks being hit.  However, the following excerpt from the after-action report for 

June 1944 reports of 2 – half-track trucks being destroyed.  These trucks were used to tow the anti-

tank weapons. Possibly Duane drove one of those when not driving a supply truck.   

 

 

Supply truck at the Airborne Museum in Sainte-Mère-Église.  It is a French museum dedicated to the 

memory of paratroopers of the 82nd and 101st Airborne Divisions of the United States Army. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sainte-M%C3%A8re-%C3%89glise
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paratrooper
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/82nd_Airborne_Division
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/101st_Airborne_Division


Sherman Tank at the Airborne 

Museum 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cimetiere Americain de Colleville-sur-Mer 

At the top of the bluff overlooking Omaha Beach near Colleville is the American cemetery.  It is the 
final resting place for 9,387 brave soldiers that gave their lives for our freedom. 

 

 
 

 

22 June 635th After Action Report Excerpts 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colleville-sur-Mer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Normandy_American_Cemetery_and_Memorial


July 1st- July 16th 1944 - The Hedgerow Countryside - Battle of the hedge rows 

The fighting in Normandy's western sector soon degenerated into a 
series of huge individual firefights, with few soldiers being able to see 
more than one hundred meters in any direction, if that. It was 
countryside who's geography favored the defender; where an 
overwhelming superiority in tanks, armor and aircraft did not 
significantly alter the balance of power; where the best individual 
soldier or small group of soldiers won. This led to savage, close 
quarter fighting, where gains per day were measured in hundreds of 
yards, where the slightest rise in the ground could be a strategic goal 
worth hundreds of lives for the observation position it could give over 
enemy positions.  

The small fields and pastures were bordered by heavy hedge, nearly 
impenetrable until American ingenuity modified Sherman tanks to cut 
through them.   

The towed guns for the 635th were theorized to be a sound plan 
based on the British’s experience fighting in North Africa.  The 
hedgerows and narrow roads and bridges made them less than ideal 
for fighting German tanks in Europe.   

Sherman tanks were modified and bulldozers used to move through 
the hedgerows. Adding to the challenges faced were the amount of 
cloud, wind and rain during June and July 1944 was this highest 
since records began in 1900. 

 

 

St Lô 

The town of St Lô in the west of the landing zones was as important to 
the Americans as the town of Caen was to the Anglo/Canadian Forces 
in the east. Both towns were the main crossroad towns into Normandy 
through which all major road led. Without these towns and the road 
networks they give access to, the Allied Armies were going nowhere. 
The Germans recognized this and set up most of their Armored forces 
around Caen where the open countryside better suited their armor 
protection and longer range of their guns. The forces used by the 
Germans for the defense of St Lô were the 3rd Parachute Division and 
the 352nd Infantry Division. The German Parachute divisions were the 
elite infantry units of the German Army, showing the importance the 
attached to the defense of St Lô. SS units were not used as all the SS 
formations were armored and the terrain around the town did not lend 
itself to armored warfare. Experts in camouflage and trained to operate 
in small groups or alone, the German Paratroopers used the hedgerow 

terrain expertly to their advantage and did everything in their power to exact a heavy price from the Americans for every 
meter of ground captured. 

https://www.battleofnormandytours.com/uploads/2/5/1/7/2517577/946630_orig.jpg
https://www.battleofnormandytours.com/uploads/2/5/1/7/2517577/9373693_orig.jpg


 

US Soldier outside St Lô, July 1944 

For the First US Army, the town of St Lô was the door to central France. 
It had been an objective of the US 29th Division in the first few days 
following D-Day. However, with the German resistance to the landings 
being much stronger than anticipated, the American Army had been 
forced to concentrate all their resources to clearing out the Cotentin 
Peninsula and the port of Cherbourg at its northern tip. With no supplies 
available to continue operations towards St Lô the advance was halted 
on June 18th with the nearest US positions just two miles (3km) from the 
northern outskirts of the town. 

 

A US Convoy passes through a ruined St Lo just below the Citadel 

 

 

The church of St-Lo after the US bombardment and capture of the town and the restored church in April, 2023. 



Sept - Vents  From the 635th Battalion’s Lt. Col. 

Wint Smith’s 19 July 1944 after action report 
narrative.  ”The 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry Regiment 
were being observed from a tower of a church at 
Sept Vents.  The Battalion Commander requests that 
this tower be taken under fire by our guns.  The 
tower was demolished by about 20 rounds of HE 
ammunition on the 24th of June. Corps artillery 
requested that the 2nd Platoon of “B” Company fire at 
another church tower some 4,000 yards away but 
this was refused by the platoon officer because it 
would disclose his position and the range was too 
great. “A” Company of the Battalion fired 1,500 
rounds of ammunition on indirect fire missions 
allocated by the Division Artillery.”   

Photo:  Church at Sept Vents (Seven Winds) with 
repaired tower in April 2023. 

 

 

August 1944 635th After Action Report Excerpts 

 



 

 

Photo:  As the 635th moves through a town in 

France, the residents joyfully greet their liberators. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Photo:  On 29 August 1944, American troops of the 28th Infantry 
Division march down the Champs Elysees, Paris, in the "Victory" 
Parade.  Joyous crowds greeted the Americans as the entire division, 
men and vehicles, marched through Paris on its way to assigned attack 
positions northeast of the French capital. 
 

The 635th was disappointed they did not get to march into Paris first.  

They loaned their uniforms and equipment to the French army, 2nd 

armored division so they could celebrate the liberation of Paris. 

 

 

Sgt. Anthony Urkevich, of the 635th Tank Destroyer battalion, 

standing left front with his crew with their M3 half-track and 

towed 3 inch gun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



September 1944 635th After Action Report Excerpts

 



 

635th supported 1st Division through Northern France until 31 August.  It was next attached to the 4th Calvary 

Group through Belgium to Bugtgenbach 

 

This American 76mm (actually the 3 inch, 76.2mm) towed gun of 

the 635th TD Bn was knocked out of action by fire from German 

tanks in the battle at Humain, Belgium.   

Fifteen enemy tanks were destroyed in the same battle.  Dec 28, 

1944  

 

 

 

 

3 inch M5 anti-tank gun towed by a half-track  

 

 

 

 

 

Gun crew cleaning the breach of an M5 near Odrimont, Belgium. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U.S. Infantry anti-tank crew fires on Nazis who machine-gunned 

their vehicle, somewhere in Holland 

 

 

 

 

 

 



October 1944 635th After Action Report Excerpts 

 



November 1944 635th After Action Report Excerpts 

 

 

 

 

 



Rhineland 

The 635th transferred to Belgium on 22 December during Battle of the Bulge.  The Battle of the Bulge, also 

known as the Ardennes Offensive, was the last major German offensive campaign on the Western 

Front during World War II. The battle lasted for five weeks from 16 December 1944 to 28 January 1945. 

The 635th, dismounted and served as infantry, Roetgen – Aachen sector, Hurtgen Forest 

The Battle of Hürtgen Forest was a series of battles fought from 19 September to 16 December 1944, 

between American and German forces on the Western Front during World War II, in the Hürtgen Forest, a 

54 sq mi area about 3.1 mi east of the Belgian–German border. It was the longest battle on German ground 

during World War II and is the longest single battle the U.S. Army has ever fought.  

 

The Battle of Aachen was a combat action round Aachen, 

Germany, between 2–21 October 1944. The city had been 

incorporated into the Siegfried Line, the main defensive 

network on Germany's western border; the Allies had hoped 

to capture it quickly and advance into the 

industrialized Ruhr Basin. Although most of Aachen's civilian 

population was evacuated before the battle began, much of 

the city was destroyed and both sides suffered heavy losses. 

It was one of the largest urban battles fought by U.S. forces 

in World War II, and the first city on German soil to be 

captured by the Allies. The battle ended with a German 

surrender, but their tenacious defense significantly disrupted 

Allied plans for the advance into Germany.  

 

December 1944 635th After Action Report Excerpts 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Offensive_(military)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_campaign
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Front_(World_War_II)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Front_(World_War_II)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Armed_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wehrmacht
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Front_(World_War_II)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Huertgen_forest
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aachen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siegfried_Line
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ruhr


 

 

The 1st Army is shown on this map, moving from Aachen to Liege  

to near Huy, Belgium.   

The 635th returned to Aachen area in January and supported the 
drive toward the Rhine River near Cologne.  
 

Photo below:  Troops of the US First Army picking their way 

through a ruined street, littered with debris, as they advance into 

the city of Cologne (Koln), March 1945.  Members of the 635th 

assisted in raising the American flag over Cologne, Germany 

 

 

 

,  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



January 1945 

Operated in Belgium throughout the month.  23 January was reported as the first day since committed to 

participate in the Battle of the Bulge the 635th Battalion was without contact with the enemy. On the 24th the 

Battalion moved into its first rest, rehabilitation and refitting since D-Day.  After a 72-hour rest and no work, 

road marches to keep the personnel fit were inaugurated.  Maintenance on vehicles and ordinance completed 

and training on small arms and guns. Men were given the opportunity to shower, received medical inspections 

and moving pictures and stage shows provided. Passes to “on limits” towns of Huy and Andennes were 

provided.  Battalion went back to active duty on 4 Feb but due to the Roer River in flood stage was unable to 

depart Anchen until 26 February. 

 

 

 

 

Photo:  "The endless procession of German prisoners captured with 

the fall of Aachen marching through the ruined city streets to 

captivity." 

After the fall of Cologne, the 635th Battalion shifted from 1st to 7th 

Army assigned to the 71st Infantry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



January 1944 635th After Action Report Excerpts 

 

 

February 1945 635th After Action Report Excerpts 

 

 

 

 



March 1945 635th After Action Report Excerpts 

 

 

The 635th Tank Destroyer Battalion, Towed, crossed the Rhine River on 30 and 31 March 1945. 

Photo:  American Army troops crossing the Rhine River 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 April 1945 – Transferred to the 3rd Army along with the 71st Infantry in the drive across the Rhine River near 

Mannheim and advanced through central Germany to Austria. 

The 71st Infantry Division was deployed to the European theater of operations in February 1945. After 

disembarking at the French port of Le Havre, the "Red Circle" division advanced to Alsace-Lorraine. The 

following month, it crossed the Rhine River and drove southward, taking Coburg (April 11), Bayreuth (April 14–

16), and Regensburg (April 27). By war's end, the "Red Circle" division had entered Austria, where it met up 

with advancing Soviet forces/Russian Army at Steyr Austria 

 

 

https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/8163/en


April 1945 635th After Action Report Excerpts 

 

May 1945 

Liberated Mauthausen, a Nazi concentration camp on a hill above the market town of Mauthausen ~ 12 mi 

east of Linz, Upper Austria. It was the main camp of a group with nearly 100 further subcamps located 

throughout Austria and southern Germany  

On 5 May 1945 the camp at Mauthausen was approached by a squad of US Army soldiers of the 41st 

Reconnaissance Squadron of the US 11th Armored Division, 3rd US Army.  The 635th was attached to the 3rd 

US Army. 

Photo:  New prisoners awaiting disinfection in the 

garage yard of Mauthausen  
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_subcamps_of_Mauthausen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subcamp_(SS)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/US_11th_Armored_Division
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/3rd_US_Army


 

Photo:  Medical corpsmen of the US 71st Infantry Division, 3rd US 

Army look on as captured German soldiers remove bodies from 

inside a barracks in Gunskirchen. In the foreground, a Jewish girl 

lies huddled in the straw on the floor of the barracks. 

Gunskirchen, Austria, May 7, 1945. 

 

 

 

Photo:  Lambach Camp (Austria) May 6, 1945: After the 

liberation of the camp by the 71st DI of the 3rd US Armee, 

children and women survivors of the camp in the crowded 

barracks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 635th was in Lambach. Austria on (VE) Victory in Europe Day, 8 May 1945.  Their role shifted from combat 

to Guarding, Feeding and Administering prisoner of war cage – up to 60,000 prisoners. 

 

May 1945 635th After Action Report Excerpts 

 

https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/8044/en


 

 Campaign Credits:    

• Normandy........................Jun. 6, to Jul. 24, 1944 

• Northern France...............Jul. 25, to Sept. 14, 1944 

• Rhineland........................Sept. 15, 1944 to Mar. 21, 1945 

• Ardennes-Alsace..............Dec. 16, 1944 to Jan 25, 194 

• Central Europe.................Mar. 22, to May 11, 1945 

 

• 11 months of war with only 10 days of rest after the Ardennes Offensive 

• 2 officers and 35 enlisted men killed during operations 

• 8 officers and 194 enlisted men wounded 

Awards:  Croix De Guerre (French or Belgium "Cross of War") 

The 635 served in an infantry role alongside the 1st Division, 4th Calvary, 7th Army, 3rd Army and 71st 

Infantry.  However, since they were not an infantry unit they did not receive any awards for their service 

as infantry. 

  



 

 

 

 

Photo taken Sept 14, 1942, Burbank, CA  

 

635th Tank Destroyer Battalion 

On 23 December 1940 the Kansas National Guard was mobilized for a year’s training duty at Camp Joseph T. 
Robinson, Arkansas. Once there, elements of the Kansas, Nebraska and Missouri Guard would together form 
the 35th Infantry Division, reorganized to form the Provisional Anti-Tank Battalion of the 35th Division in 
reaction to German strategy in 1939-1941 and the success of German armored units in both Western and 
Eastern Europe that made the German panzer units seem almost invincible.  

The American Army decided to counter enemy armor with high velocity guns which ultimately became known 
as Tank Destroyers.  Tank destroyer units were to be fast moving elements which placed a bare minimum of 
their guns in fixed position and held a maximum in mobile reserve. The tank destroyer motto was "Seek-
Strike-Destroy". The Anti-Tank Battalions were to be equipped with towed 37mm guns, in preference to self-
propelled pieces. 

The 35th Infantry Divisions Provisional Anti-Tank Battalion was formed in June 1941 under this concept from 
elements of the 127th, 135th and 161st Field Artillery Battalions.  At the time of its organization, roughly 90% 
of the members of the Provisional Anti-Tank Battalion were from Kansas.  At its inception, the Battalion was 
commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Wint Smith, formerly of Headquarters, 127th Field Artillery, Kansas National 
Guard. 

15 December 1941, General Order No. 1 changed its designation to the 635th Tank Destroyer Battalion.  

Following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor among the units sent west for the coastal defense was the 35th 
Division and its newly created unit the 635th Tank Destroyer Battalion. 

The Battalion reached Fort Ord, California on 1 January 1942, and remained there until the 19th when it was 
moved to Camp San Luis Obispo, California. It would remain at the latter location until April 23rd when it was 
relocated at Griffith Park in Burbank. 



Some called the American forces in the area "Hollywood 
soldiers" due to their rather plush duty on the coast. In 
fact, some 635th personnel were randomly selected for 
roles in the movie "Washington Slept Here." 35th 
Division personnel also landed an appearance in the film 
"As Thousands Cheer." The 635th served in the coastal 
defense mission from January 1942 until August 1942. 

Duane met his wife to be Velma Crawford at a USO 
dance in Pasadena.  The dance was called the “Kansas 
Roundup.”  They realized that had grown up a short 
distance from each other – Hope and Moonlight 
(between Abilene and Chapman).  Duane shipped out 
and they lost touch.  When he returned from war he 
looked her up.  Velma had come back to Kansas because 
her mom was sick.  “I guess it was fate!” and “it’s funny 
because he talked about her in his letters.” His daughter 
Joleen shared. 

The Battalion departed from California on 15 January 1943 for Camp Hood, Texas, the newly designated Tank 
Destroyer Training Center. Camp Hood, Texas provided the 635th with its first intensive training as a Tank 
Destroyer unit. In many respects the training was similar to other units, in that physical training was stressed 
for all battalion members. This required hours of physical conditioning and included a traditional army activity, 
marching. By this time, the battalion was fully equipped with the authorized 3 inch anti-tank weapon and 
emphasis was placed on training and proficiency with both individual small arms and crew served weapons. In 
addition, intensive training was given on vehicle and ordinance maintenance, both necessary skills for the 
success of the battalion in a combat environment. Vehicle maintenance was particularly important because the 
635th utilized guns towed by trucks or White half-tracks. 

The commander of the battalion during this period and during the entire war was Lieutenant Colonel Wint 
Smith, originally from Mankato, Kansas. A Highway Patrol officer in civilian life, Wint Smith had originally 
joined the Kansas National Guard in June, 1916 and had served in a number of capacities but served by and 
large in the cavalry until it was phased out in 1940. Wint Smith was a strong commander who expected and 
got a great deal out of the men in his command. He was ably assisted by his Executive Officer, Major Carl 
Harder who like Colonel Smith was a Highway Patrolman and a Guardsman of considerable experience (Harder 
joined the National Guard in 1921). Wint Smith wanted his unit to look sharp at all times and therefore 
required his men to wear their leggings and steel pots at all times. They were probably the only unit at Camp 
Hood that consistently enforced this requirement. When committed to combat, the habit of wearing the helmet 
at all times, developed through Wint Smiths’ training, undoubtedly saved many lives. 

The battalion, now wearing the distinctive Tank Destroyer patch, left Camp Hood on 16 December 1943 to 
participate in the Second Louisiana maneuvers.  It had now been mobilized for two years and was fully trained 
and equipped as a Tank Destroyer Battalion. The 635th was sent to Camp Polk, Louisiana for the Second 
Maneuvers and upon completing its field duties, the unit moved into Camp Polk containment area on 30 
December 1943. 

The 635th was designated as one of the units which would take part in the invasion of German occupied 
Europe. Thus for the first part of 1944 a substantial portion of the battalions work consisted of training 
personnel and preparing equipment for shipment to participate in the invasion. Movement by rail to the point 
of embarkation began on 2 February 1944 and the 635th reached Camp Shanks on 8 February 1944. They 
embarked from the Port of New York on 9 February 1944 aboard a British vessel. The HMS Andes sailed 
without any type of convoy escort, but in spite of this, the voyage was without incident and the Andes arrived 
in Liverpool, England on 19 February, 1944. Once in England, the battalion was in a Nissen hut encampment.   



Duane’s Tank Destroyer Battalion patch. 

Divisions have 10,000-to-15,000 soldiers divided in 

three-to-five combat regiments and a number of 

support units. Regiments have 3,000-to-5,000 

soldiers and include several combat and support 

battalions. Each battalion has three-to-five line 

companies of 100-to-150 soldiers  

apiece. Companies break down into three-to-

five platoons of 20-to-40 people, which in turn 

break down into squads of eight-to-12 

Soldiers wearing the stripes and T were rank T/5 and as "corporal.”  Technicians represented a wide variety of 
soldiers with specialized technical skills, including medics, radio operators and repairmen, mail clerks, mechanics, 
cooks, and tank drivers.  

The triangle 6 represents the 6th Armored Division.  Worn on the left sleeve signifies the division served in during 
battle. The 3 “Hershey” Bars represent months in battle service.  The grey strip represents years of active duty. 

 

Jerry Moran recognized Duane and other survivors of the 
635th at a ceremony at the Eisenhower Museum in 1998.  
Duane’s son Marvyn is assisting him. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corporal
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This article about the Rock Family and the war effort appeared in the Capper’s Weekly Newspaper in 1942. 
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Miscellaneous 635th Battalion Information: 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


