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Donald Hollenbeck
Nov 8, 1924 - Dec 18, 1944

BIRTHPLACE: Clay Center, Kansas

SOLDIER DETAILS

HIGHEST RANK: Corporal

DIVISION: Army, 526th Armored Infantry Battalion

THEATER OF OPERATION: European

SERVED: 1943 -

BATTLE: The Battle of the Bulge

MILITARY HONORS: The Purple Heart The Silver
Star

HONORED BY: The Buck and Hollenbeck Families

KILLED IN ACTION

BIOGRAPHY

Donald E. Hollenbeck graduated from high school in February 1943 and entered into the army the
following month. He was in basic training at Fort Knox, Kentucky and was then sent overseas to
Belgium until his death in December 1944. His unit was stationed in Trois Ponts, Belgium where a
bridge leading to another major town was located. The German troops were eager to cross this bridge
and take control of both major towns along the route. One of the American guns that was defending
the area got stuck along the route and Hollenbeck's unit commander ordered that he and the other
three men that were in control of the gun stay behind until the bridge route was completely demolished
and cut off from the Germans. Hollenbeck and his compatriots knew that they were on a suicide
mission and after fifteen minutes of holding off the German troops, an explosion occurred behind the
four-man gun crew destroying the bridge along with the gun. Hollenbeck and the other three men were
killed in the explosion that stopped the Germans from pursuing the way forward through Trois Ponts.


