
Hitler had long been aware that the Anglo-American allies would 
eventually mount a cross-Channel invasion, but, as long as they 
dissipated their forces in the Mediterranean and as long as the 
campaign in the east demanded the commitment of all available 
German forces, he downplayed the threat. By November 1943, 
however, he accepted that it could be ignored no longer, and in his 
Directive Number 51 he announced that France would be reinforced.  

This is a recreated, translated version of Hitler’s Directive No. 51.

Source:  http://www.alternatewars.com/WW2/WW2_Documents/Fuhrer_Directives/FD_51.htm
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